OUR AMBASSADOR KING

that he was glad of the chance to enjoy the fellowship
of officers and men alike his movements immediately
after the Armistice can be cited.   He arranged to spend
the Christmas of 1918 with the troops abroad, and stayed
in Brussels incognito.    A few weeks later he was with
the Australian troops and spent nearly a month of close
association, living with their officers.   What he had seen
of  the   "Aussies"   in   war-time   kindled   in   him   the
warmest regard for their hardihood and stolid charac-
ters.   His one wish now was to know them better and
to prepare the way for the visit to their country which
one day he would surely make.   His stay with them was
a happy informal time.   There was much give and take
in the matter of story-telling.    If the reader supposes
that the Prince was required to make allowances for the
blunt, rough-and-ready ways of the Australians he is
forgetting the Prince's everyday experiences during the
preceding years.    He had met all sorts and conditions
and callings and in every kind of circumstance.    He
had learnt to look past the incidents and accidents of
a man's behaviour to his spirit and intention.    Well
enough did he know that for singleness of purpose and
hohest-to-goodness friendship there were no finer types
anywhere than these men who had crossed the world
to fight in a European war.   Even now there are people
living in England who apparently cannot bring home
to themselves the magnitude  of that  sacrifice.    The
Prince was never in any doubt about it.    Some have
remarked that he visited Australian Headquarters to say
"thank you for your services to England."    That, no
doubt, was the bare motive.   But in effect the visit was
more than an official recognition : it revealed the deep
sincerity of his own gratitude and the pleasure he found
in their company.    The visit was so successful as to
suggest that had the Prince been a member of the
M&C.C. Committee the recent controversy on the rules
of cticket  would  never  have  assumed   such  absurd
proportions.
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